
Sumner-Bonney Lake School District 

 
Limited Focused Facilities Steering Committee  
Recommendations 
 
A Limited Focused Facilities Steering Committee was formed to develop a recommendation to 
the Superintendent about what items should be included in an upcoming bond in the 
Sumner-Bonney Lake School District (SBLSD). These items include a Sumner High School (SHS) 
gym, PAC, and pool, and land acquisition for a new middle school and the construction of a new 
lighted turf field.  

 
How did we get here?  
In 2016, voters passed a $146 million bond to build, expand and/or improve facilities 
throughout the district. There are buildings currently going up all over the district thanks to this 
bond. The bid for Sumner High School (SHS) was $14 million over-budget so a Task Force 
Committee was created to provide a recommendation to the Superintendent on a critical path 
forward. The Task Force recommended: 

● Implement a phased Master Plan approach: 
o An initial phase to build core SHS facilities consistent with 2016 bond goals now 
o A future complete buildout of remaining SHS facilities  

● Submit a bond proposition to the voters as soon as reasonably possible to build the Master 
Plan  

Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, the  School Board unanimously approved the 
Task Force recommendation. 

Limited Focused Facilities Steering Committee Recommendations 
The Steering Committee, composed of community members from across the district, met three 
times in September 2019 to review information and discuss the various options, and form a 
recommendation to the Superintendent on what to include in the bond.  

Sumner High School Gym 
Three options were discussed for the aging gym. Option 1 would remodel the existing gym, 
option 2 would keep the existing gym and add a new larger gym, and option 3 would demolish 
the existing gym and build a new facility.  
 
The Steering Committee was divided with about six people preferring option 2 and about 11 
people preferring option 3. Option 1 was not preferred as it did not address the current gym’s 
capacity problems.  
 
Rationale for those in favor of option 2: 

● It provides additional space, including additional seating to host multiple events at the 
same time 

● It is cheaper than option 3 
 
Rational for those in favor of option 3: 

● It does not have any unknown costs associated with it, which a remodel could have 
● It has a cleaner and more compact footprint 



● It provides additional security thanks to the direct line of sight through the whole 
campus, as shown in the concept design 

 
Sumner High School Performance Arts Center (PAC) 
The PAC had two options for the Committee to weigh. Option 1 would remodel the existing PAC 
and option 2 would build a new one. The Steering Committee was split down the middle with 
about 9 people in favor of either option.  
 
Rationale for those in favor of option 1: 

● It is less expensive than option 2 
● A new PAC was recently built in Bonney-Lake 
● The additional money for option 2 could be spent on the pool instead 

 
Rationale for those in favor of option 2: 

● It provides additional security thanks to the direct line of sight in the new configuration 
● There can be hidden costs in a remodel that may make option 1 more expensive than 

estimated 
● A remodel is another band-aid that would need to be dealt with again later 

 
Sumner High School Pool 
The pool needs replacement. The options at hand were to either include it in the bond with the 
rest of the high school or to add it to the ballot as a separate measure. Again, the Steering 
Committee members were split, with about 10 members in favor of keeping it in the bond and 
about 8 members wanting to pass it as a separate measure. 
 
Rationale for those in favor of keeping the pool in the bond 

● There is a bigger need for a pool in a 4 A school than two PACs, including the 
Bonney-Lake PAC, and no pool  

● If the pool is run as a separate measure, it is more likely to fail 
● For a community surrounded by water, a pool is crucial for teaching kids how to swim 

 
Rationale for those in favor of running the pool as a separate measure 

● If the community wants a pool, this measure will pass on its own 
● Currently, the pool only seems to serve a small portion of the student body 
● The high school should be prioritized over the pool 
● If this measure fails to pass, there are other opportunities to try again in the future 

 
Land Acquisition for a New Middle School and Surrounding Area 
The growth projections in Tehaleh will require a new middle school in the future. The District is 
considering whether to acquire land for future construction. The majority of the Steering 
Committee were in favor of this land acquisition, with only two against.  
 
Rationale for those in favor of this land acquisition: 

● The land will become more expensive over time 
● The land can be used as a field until the middle school is ready to be built 
● It shows foresight for planning ahead 
● It accommodates another demographic of voters  



 
Rationale for those against this land acquisition: 

● This money can be used for other things, it is just an additional cost 
 
New Lighted Turf Field 
The District’s field capacity is overextended so the district is considering, if the bond passes, to 
build the future middle school’s lighted turf field right away. As with the land acquisition, 17 
Steering Committee members were in favor of this proposal.  
 
Rationale for those in favor of building the new lighted turf field right away: 

● Lighted fields around the district are currently at capacity, there is a need for additional 
field space 

● Lighted fields are safer and can be used year-round 
● The area around the proposed parcels is developing quickly, this field would be a good 

investment 
 
Rationale for those against a new lighted turf field: 

● The field would be in the middle of nowhere 

 
Next Steps 
The Superintendent will propose a recommendation to the School Board in October and then 
work with legal counsel to prepare formal resolutions for the School Board to approve in 
November. The bond will go to the voters in February.  

 
 
 


